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TAGS: PFOR, CE 

SUB J : COMMONWEALTH PRIME MINISTERS CONFERENCE 
REF: COLOMBO 1895 

1. DURING DISCUSSIONS WITH MDFA SECRETARY W. T. 

JAYASINGHE AUG 23, AMB ASKED HOW GSL WOULD 
CHARACTERIZE CONFERENCE. HE NOTED PRESS REPORTS 
INDICATED CONFERENCE WAS REMARKABLY UNCONTENTIOUS. 
JAYASINGHE SAID GSL BELIEVES CONFERENCE WAS VERY 
SUCCESSFUL DUE MAINLY TO PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU'S 
SUGGESTION THAT CONFERENCE APPROACH BE INFORMAL AND NOT. 
AS PREVIOUSLY, BE LIMITED TO ELABORATE SPEECHES PRESENTED 
BY VARIOUS COUNTRIES. PRIME MINISTER HEATH OF GREAT 
BRITAIN PARTICULARY SEEMED TO OPERATE WELL IN THIS 
ENVIRONMENT. 

2. ON QUESTION OF PROBLEMS ARISING FOR SRIL LANKA 
AS RESULT OF BRITISH ADOPTING EC TARIFF SYSTEM 
BEGINNING JANUARY NEXT YEAR, JAYASINGHE SAID SOME 
PROGRESS WAS MADE ON THIS ISSUE. HEATH HAD RECOGNIZED 
THAT THIS CREATED PROBLEMS FOR COUNTRIES LIKE SRI LANKA 
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HAD INDICATED WILLINGNESS TO LOOK INTO PROVIDING CONCESSIONS 
ON LONG LIST OF IMPORTS OF WHICH FOUR ARE OF MOST IMPORTANCE TO 
CEYLONESE: PACKAGED TEA, INCREASED QUOTA FOR GARMENTS, DESIC- 
CATED COCONUT, AND TOBACCO. IAYASINGHE ALSO POINTED OUT 
STATEMENT BY NEW ZEALAND THAT BRITISH ENTRY INTO EC DID 
NOT NECESSARILY MEAN THAT PREFERENCE SYSTEM WOULD HAVE 
TO BE DISBANDED BY REST OF COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES. THUS 
THERE IS SOME HOPE THAT GSL COULD RETAIN SOME OF 
ADVANTAGE OF THESE PREFERENCES. 

VAN HOT J.F.N 
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